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At Alexandra Park Primary School, we believe that all pupils can achieve in Art and Design; that high-quality Art lessons will 
inspire children to think innovatively and develop creative procedural understanding. Our Art curriculum provides children with 
opportunities to develop their skills using a range of media and materials. Children learn the skills of drawing, painting, printing, 
collage, textiles, 3D work and digital art and are given the opportunity to explore and evaluate different creative ideas. Children 
will explore colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form, and space when practising these fundamental elements, developing their 
creativity and mastery of techniques. Children of all abilities have opportunities to develop their skills and knowledge in each 
unit and through planned progression, we offer them increasing challenge as they move up through school. Children will be 
introduced to a range of works and develop knowledge of the styles and vocabulary used by artists. It is paramount that artwork 
be purposeful; be this as a means of expression or to explore the styles of other artists that inspire our own work. Pupils should 
be clear what the intended outcomes are and have a means to measure their own work against this. In Art, children are 
expected to be reflective and evaluate their work, thinking about how they can make changes and develop their mastery of Art 
and Design techniques. 
  
Fundamental Great British Values 

At Alexandra Park Primary School, we clearly understand our responsibility in preparing children for their next stage of 

education and for the opportunities, responsibilities, and experiences of later life, laying the foundations so that they can take 

their place successfully in modern British society. We promote a respect for and understanding of different faiths, cultures, and 

lifestyles.  The spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development of each child is central to everything that we do as a school and 

central to our vision of “Care, Aspire and Achieve”.  This is evidenced through our teaching and learning, our inclusive 

environment and through the many opportunities provided for our children to understand democracy, law, liberty, mutual 

respect, and tolerance. 

Planning 

At Alexandra Park Primary School, “Care, Aspire, Achieve” is at the forefront of our curriculum design. Art and Design is carefully 
planned to engage and excite all our learners using the National Curriculum objectives. All teachers plan sequences of lessons in 
Art and Design based on objectives specific to their year group and select a context in which the objectives are taught.  These 
learning objectives build on prior learning and develop art skills focusing on the six fundamental elements of Art and Design: 

Drawing, Painting, Printing, Collage/textiles, Sculpture and Digital media. 
 
EYFS 
 
Within the Foundation Stage we run continuous provision, where children have free access to all resources and opportunities, 
allowing them to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding at their own pace and interest. We relate the creative 
development of the children to the points set out in the Foundation Stage Profile, as well as the age-related expectations in 
Development Matters which underpin the curriculum planning for children from birth to five. The children’s learning includes 
art, music, dance, role-play, and imaginative play. The range of experiences encourages children to make connections between 
one area of learning and another and so extends their understanding. 

  
Key Stage 1  

 
Our pupils are taught: 
 

● to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
● to use drawing, painting, and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences, and imagination 
● to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form, and space 
● to know about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities 

between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 
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Key Stage 2 

 
Pupils are taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation, 
and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design. 
 
Our pupils are taught: 
 

● to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 
● to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting, and sculpture with a range of 

materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 
● Know about great artists, architects, and designers in history. 

 
The Art curriculum is carefully planned to engage and challenge all our learners, to encourage them to show tolerance and 
respect for others and to endeavour to produce work that they can be proud of. Our long-term and medium-term plans map out 
the themes covered each half term for each year group. These plans define what we will teach and ensure an appropriate 
balance and distribution of work across each term.  

Assessment and Collecting Evidence. 

At Alexandra Park Primary School, we believe that all pupils should have the opportunity to share their pupil voice. Within 

lessons, pupils will have the opportunity to reflect and evaluate their work and have conversations as a class, as a group, or one 

to one with the teacher. The subject leader will also find out pupils’ opinions about the teaching of art and design and the 

content covered through interviewing pupils and observing lessons. Regular book looks will also take place throughout the year. 

Enrichment Opportunities. 

● Provide ‘authentic experiences’ such as theaters, gallery visits and musical performances. 

● Opportunities to work with local artists 

Targets for 2025-26 

 

● Continue to support teaching staff to ensure that their subject knowledge increases and that they feel secure in 

modelling more nuanced techniques to the children. 

 

● Continue to develop the use of sketchbooks across both Key Stages and help children to understand sketchbooks are 

places to explore personal creativity, and as such they should be experimental, imperfect, ask questions and 

demonstrate inquisitive exploration. 

● Provide pupils with an enriched curriculum providing quality art experiences: visit local art galleries and theaters, work 
with local artists and exhibit their work. 
 

● Conduct regular learning walks and pupil voice opportunities to ensure children can remember artists they have 
learned about and reflect meaningfully on their work through their own pieces.  
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